QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS— PAEDIATRIC SPEECH AND LANGUAGE DIFFICULTIES

The West Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust & Suffolk County Council referral flowchart for children with speech

and language difficulties is shown below.

Consult Cambridgeshire Community

Are you in Waveney?

Services NHS Trust

yes

no
Is your child already known to Speech and Contact named SLT and/or email
Language Therapy (SLT) services? yes childrenssit.icps@wsh.nhs.uk to discuss

Concerns about:
Stammering

yes

You can make a referral yourself if your child is experiencing
stammering — see guidance and referral form available online
at: https://www.wsh.nhs.uk/CMS-Documents/ICPS/SLT-
Guidance-for-Referrers.pdf

Alternatively, speak with your child’s early years setting or your

no Health Visiting team, who can support you with making a
referral
Speak to your child’s GP, who can arrange referral to the Ear,
Concerns about: WSl Nose and Throat (ENT) team if required. A referral to SLT can be
Voice quality completed by your GP or ENT if indicated after ENT assessment
no

Concerns about:

Eating and drinking

Unintelligible speech?, speech clarity? or
use of speech sounds

Understanding or use of language3
Social communication

no

No action required

yes

Speak with your child’s health visitor, or their early years
setting/school, who can offer advice and support, and make a
referral to the SLT team if appropriate.

Where a pre-school aged child is presenting with language
difficulties, we ask that a screening assessment, a period of
direct intervention (at least 3 months) and then a re-screen is
completed by your health visiting team or your child’s early
years setting prior to referral

Where a school-aged child is presenting with language
difficulties, we ask that a screening assessment, at least 2 terms
of direct intervention and then a re-screen is completed by the
school prior to referral

Using this flowchart will help ensure the family and child access assessment and support in a timely
manner, without the need for re-referrals from one part of the system to another.

If making a direct referral to Speech and Language Therapy, please provide specific information
about the nature of the difficulty. Where more than one language is spoken at home, complete the
‘English as an Additional Language (EAL)’ form with the referral.

All forms and referral information can be found on the website at https://www.wsh.nhs.uk/Services-
A-Z/Childrens-services/Childrens-community-services/Information-for-professionals.aspx
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Notes

1. ‘unintelligible speech’ is defined as speech that very few people are able to understand
2. ‘speech clarity’ is a measure of how easily others understand spoken output
3. ‘language’ refers to knowledge of words, their meaning and how they link together



