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West Suffolk NHS Foundation Trust
West Suffolk Future System Hospital
Hardwick Lane, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP33 2QZ
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Indicative masterplan

This design is indicative and has been developed based on 
patient experience, feedback and lessons learnt from other 
projects of a similar nature. The Government and NHS are  
also providing central support in building new hospitals.  
This includes best practise advice from national experts to 
ensure what is designed will be amongst the best in country. 

Our planning application will be applying for the 
maximum amount of space that could be developed. 
This does not mean that this is what will eventually be 
built, however, the same principles and considerations 
have been applied to the ‘massing’ shown that will be 
applied to our final design.

Our team have been working hard to incorporate 
your feedback and the results from our surveys and 
investigations to make sure we apply principles that 
make the most of the site for the future regardless of 
our initial and final massing and ultimate design.

Considerations have been made to the space 
available whilst being flexible and adaptable so that 
it can adjust to new clinical ways of working and 
changes in future healthcare demands. 

The illustrative plans and Environmental Impact 
Assessment work which will be included within our 
outline planning application demonstrate our aim to 
minimise, and where necessary, mitigate the impact 
of the development of the new hospital on areas 
including the existing landscape, ecology, trees, 
protected species and potential flood risks. We are 
also mindful of the effect on our neighbours in terms 
of traffic, car parking, visual impact, noise and light.

Final designs will be shared once we reach the next 
stage of the planning application process known 
as Reserved Matters, however the values and 
considerations mentioned will be incorporated where 
possible.
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Site Boundary

The indicative illustrations and plans are an example of what a new 
hospital may look like and what could be possible on the Hardwick 
Manor site. They are not without foundation and have been 
developed based on patient experience, staff feedback and with 
central support from the Government and NHS who provide insight 
into lessons learnt from other projects of a similar nature. 

Our outline planning application will be seeking to 
maximise the opportunity of our preferred site to 
meet all the future health needs identified by our 
staff and patients. The illustrations and indicative 
plans presented have been prepared to provide 
maximum future flexibility, however, they may not 
exactly represent what we eventually build. 

The illustrative plans and Environmental Impact 
Assessment work, which will be included within our 
outline planning application, demonstrate our aim 
to minimise, and where necessary, mitigate the 
impact of the development of the new  
hospital on areas including the existing landscape, 
ecology, trees, protected species and potential 
flood risks. We are also mindful of the impact  
on our neighbours in terms of visual impact, noise 
and light. 

We recognise that visiting a hospital is not always 
a pleasant experience, it can be stressful and 
anxiety inducing. We have taken this feedback 
onboard and included this in the indicative 
design of the potential new hospital building; the 
circular building will be the first element that you 
see and represents the ‘welcoming face’ of the 
organisation. 

The extended blocks, known as ‘arms’, maximise 
the use of light and views and are ready to 
welcome visitors, patients and staff. The ambition 
is for each of these “arms” to have access to 
gardens and outside spaces which we know is 
important to both patients and staff. 

These designs are purely to support our outline 
planning application. Further iterations will be 
refined as we work with our staff, patients and 
local community.

Developable area

Land use

Indicative image of the potential massing

Overview of plans

The technical 
team are currently 
looking at different 
options for an 
enhanced main 
site entrance off  
of Hardwick Lane.

Option B: roundabout

Option A: traffic signs
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